
 

         Airbound Studio Policies  
MISSION STATEMENT  

Airbound Arts aims to provide a safe, fun, affordable, member-run community space where Olympia’s circus 
community can train, hold performances, improve their skills, and showcase their art.  

Airbound is a Mutual-benefit nonprofit corporation  
We pay taxes on revenue and are not eligible for tax deductible donations.  

 
 

●​ MEMBERSHIP AND TRAINING 

Keyholder All Access Membership-Monthly: 
Monthly-$110/month. 
Discounts Available. Please see discount section for more information 
Membership payments are due by the 1st of the month 
Includes all Open Gyms (OG) & Hours of Power (HoP), and a key code to access the space anytime, 
except during shows or designated studio rentals. 
 
Week-Long All Access Memberships:  
$65/week 
Must pass the Keyholder test or have been a Keyholder within the last six months if using aerial equipment  
Must adhere to all rules that apply to Keyholders in regard to independent training. Must have received 
orientation within the last six months of using the space. Members who do not pay at time of studio use may 
have their daily independent use restricted or revoked  
 
Daily All Access Membership: 
$20/day and must pay at the time of studio use  
Must pass the Keyholder test or have been a Keyholder within the last six months if using aerial equipment  
Must adhere to all rules that apply to Keyholders in regard to independent training Must have received 
orientation within the last six months of using the space Members who do not pay at time of studio use may 
have their daily independent use restricted or revoked 
 
Keyholder Mats Only Membership:  
$65/month. Membership payments are due by the 1st of the month  
Mats Only Keyholder Membership includes all Open Gyms (OGs) (mats only), all Hour of Powers and 
access to the space anytime, except during shows or designated studio rentals. The keyholder skills test is 
NOT required.  
Use of any of Airbound’s aerial equipment is prohibited (except during Hour of Power), including swapping out 
equipment  

 
 

                                 
 
 



 

                                          
ALL ACCESS MEMBERSHIPS: 

It is required that any potential All access Keyholder Member pass a qualifying  
skills test, except for Mats only Membership.  
Tests are administered by Airbound OG monitors or by Sparrow Studio Instructors.  
Prior to taking the All access Keyholder test, all testees must sign any necessary waivers. 
After passing the Keyholders Test, orientation to the space will be provided and will include 
the review of the mandatory safety videos and review of the Code of Conduct. Orientation 
can be provided at Open Gym by the monitor or it can be scheduled for a different time by 
reaching airboundarts@gmail.com 
Passing grades are valid for six months after a membership has expired or at Sparrow 
Studios or local instructors recommendation.  

 
*Keyholder Skills Test:  
 
Vertical (or equivalent):  
Climb to the top of fabric or rope 3x without touching the ground in between  
Wrap & execute a drop or rotation  
Hold a straddle for 30 seconds  
Wrap and unwrap a Footlock 
 
Trapeze, Hoop, or Sling (or equivalent): 
Pullover with or without a beat  
Hold a front balance with or without hands for ten seconds  
Five body beats  
Five knee beats  
Invert to basket and hold for at least 30 seconds  
 
**Keyholders can only train on equipment they have been trained on 

 
OTHER POLICIES RELATED TO KEYHOLDERS 

 
Per insurance requirements, all users of the studio must sign in and out using the Member Log. In addition, , 
all users of aerial equipment must verify that they have completed a visual safety check of all rigging prior to 
any use (also found in the Member Log)  
Anyone utilizing the space or equipment in any way must sign necessary waivers. 
Keyholder Members are not qualified to change standing (hard-rigged) rigging  
Keyholder Members during open gym are expected to  limit use of personal equipment and prioritize open 
gym attendees use of space  
Keyholder Members must be age 18 years or older  
Special consideration will be given to aerialists ages 13-17 who want to take the keyholder test. The waiver 
must be signed by their legal guardian, and they will need to obtain approval by the Board in order to become 
a member at any level.. In addition, they must have an adult present to train. Exceptions can be made on a 
case by case basis by the Board of Directors regarding this last provision  
No refunds are available on memberships. 

mailto:airboundarts@gmail.com


 

 
 

                                                            ADDITIONAL WAYS TO TRAIN: 

Open Gym: $15 to attend 2 hour Open Gyms 
●​ Attendee Requirements: 

 Must sign a waiver. Is enrolled in or completed a class at Sparrow Studios or pass a basic skills test  
Example of basic skills: Invert safely with or without a spot and Climb at least ½ way up and 
descend safely 
Sparrow Studio classes must have been completed within the previous six months  
May only use equipment they’ve been instructed how to use  
May not instruct each other  
Airbound Board will distribute one free Open Gym vouchers at Sparrow Studios intro 
students each session 

 
●​ Youth policy:  

Youth ages 13-17 can attend open gym with Open Gym monitor approval, written instructor 
recommendation and a parental waiver.  
Youth 10-12 can attend open gym with Open Gym monitor approval, written instructor 
recommendation, a parental waiver, and parental supervision.  
Exceptions may be made on a case by case basis for youth under 10 who are training for a studio 
showcase.  
These students must:  
Have written approval from their primary instructor  
Have a parent or guardian present, Refrain from interacting with anyone on an aerial apparatus; this 
also applies to their parent/guardian.  

 
●​ Open Gym Monitors:  

Must be an Aerial Instructors or Board approved back up OG monitors with 3+ aerial 
experience and 2+ years of Airbound Keyholder 
Must be available to spot/support new students as necessary (at the monitors discretion)  
Must ascertain what level of instruction each student has attained  
Must have signed Independent Contractor contract and w-9 on file  
Monitor are paid $20/hour and are expected to be there for the full 2 hours 

Hour of Power: $15 to attend each class 
●​ Attendee Requirements:  

Open to the public with no skills test or prior aerial experience 
required. 

●​ Youth policy:  
Youth ages 13-17 can attend HoP with a parental waiver. Exceptions may be 
made on a case by case basis.  

Youth 10-12 can attend with Hour of Power instructor approval, a 
parental waiver, and parental supervision.  



 

●​ Hour of Power Instructors:  
Provide class lesson plan including warm up, aerial circuits, and cool down  
Sign Independent Contractor contract and W-9 on file  
Instructors are paid $40/class. If less than 2 people attend, class may be canceled at the Instructors 
discretion. Instructor will be paid for full hour if class is canceled due to a lack of  attendance 

Frequent Flyer Punch Card:  
$60 for a punch card good for 5 visits to any Open Gym and Hour of Power  
$130 for a punch card good for 10 visits to any Open Gym and Hour of Power 
These cards will not expire. No refunds are available for punch cards. Can be gifted to another 
community member.  
Open Gym gym qualifications apply 
 
**Open gym and Hour of Power may be cancelled at short notice due to lack of monitor availability, 
excessive heat or wildfire smoke in the studio. Short notice cancellations can be easily found on social 
media (@airboundarts). All known cancellations will also be communicated through email. 

 
●​ DISCOUNTS: 

Board Members: 30% discount on Monthly Membership 
Rigging Team: 10% discount on Monthly Membership 
Cleaning Team: 10% discount on Monthly Membership 
Production Team: 10% discount on Monthly Membership 
Production Crew: 10% discount on Monthly Membership or free pass to OG/HoP-see below 
Monitoring Open Gym for Known Local Instructors: Known local instructors who sign up to 
monitor/instruct 2 Open Gyms or Hour of Power shifts/month can receive a free monthly membership for 
that month in exchange for hour pay. They will be paid the regular rate for any additional shifts during the 
same month. 
Volunteering for Airbound Shows: For all access keyholder members, a 10% discount will be applied to 
your next monthly invoice for performing or volunteering for a show in any capacity. If a volunteer is not an 
all access keyholder member, a free pass to Open Gym or Hour of Power will be provided. If a volunteer is a 
non-circus community member, they will be offered a free ticket to the next show.  
Contact airboundproducer@gmail.com for more info 
**Discounts are not stackable**  

 

●​ STUDIO EQUIPMENT: 
Studio equipment purchased by Airbound Arts is exclusively for use in-studio and should be marked as 
Airbound Arts’ property before being rigged with red nail polish. Only the current, board approved rigging 
team may rig at the studio  
At least two riggers must perform quarterly checks for safety  
If members of the rigging team are not keyholder members, they will receive one free show ticket, or 
OG/HoP pass 
At least one Rig Lead should be present for rig check.  
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●​ PERSONAL RIGGED EQUIPMENT: 

Monthly Keyholder Members may have one piece of “personal use only” equipment for a time frame of 6 
months.  
Personal equipment must have a completed Airbound Rigging Label, which will include date equipment was 
rigged and if it is for “personal” or "communal" Airbound member use. “Personal use only” equipment may not 
be used without permission from the owner.  
The studio will not reimburse owners of private equipment for damage that occurs due to regular use if the 
owner has given permission for Airbound member use 
Members may have a second piece of personal equipment if it is rigged for “communal” airbound member use. 
There is a maximum of FOUR (4) pieces of equipment allowed per rigging area section at Airbound Arts, at 
rigging team leader’s discretion (currently Emily Van Kley) 
Members may store personal circus/aerial equipment at the studio if space allows. 
Keyholders may have access to a bin or locker (depending on availability) for personal use with the Keyholders 
name clearly labeled. Ask Membership for an Bin availability and assignment 
If a monthly membership is not renewed, all personal equipment and stored and bin items must be removed  

 
 

●​ PRIVATE LESSONS  
$10 per hour for 1 to 3 person private lessons 
Private lessons are limited to two points and three people at one time.  
If two private lessons happen at the same time, the instructors are limited to one point per lesson. 
Only Airbound Instructors are cleared to teach private lessons 
Private lesson instructors must be approved by the board.  
To be covered by Airbound insurance, instructors must have a signed Independent Contractor contract and 
w-9 on file.  
Private Lessons must be booked through invite-only Google calendar and adhere to the following format:  
Event title: Private Lesson; Instructor Name 
Description: needs to include the number of students and what equipment/which point will be used. 
 If a Private Lesson is canceled, the instructor needs to remove it from the calendar. All payments for 
private instruction  must go through Airbound Arts for Instructors to be covered by Airbound Insurance. 
Airbound accepts cash, check, Square, or Paypal 

*Any lesson with 4 or more people would be considered a revenue generating rental. Please see 
below for more detailed information regarding partial and full studio rentals. 

*Please see definitions and requirements for instructors and coaches.  
 

 
 

●​ STUDIO RENTALS 
Rental Rates for Non-Revenue Generating rentals: 
 

Full Studio Rental-with or without Aerial Equipment: This may apply to private parties, 



 

rehearsals, photo shoots etc. 
●​ $30/hour 
●​ Additional $20/hr if Airbound Rigging Team and/or Airbound 

Representatives are needed 
●​ Should be applied for a “NON-ticket sales” event 
●​ Applies any time where members cannot utilize studio space  
●​ All requests must be made at least two months in advance of rental date 
●​ 50% of the total rental cost is required up front as a deposit. Cancellation requires 24 

hour notice or deposit is retained. Completion of the Rental Application is required 

Partial Studio Rental-with or without aerial equipment: This may apply to rehearsals, photo/video 
shoots. 

●​ $20/hour  
●​ Additional $20/hr if Airbound Rigging Team and/or Airbound 

Representatives are needed 
●​ Should be applied for a “NON-ticket sales” event 
●​ Will be applied any time mats or aerial equipment is limited to Airbound Members. Partial studio 

rentals are limited to two points and no more than 8 people.  
●​ Keyholders must be able to still train on remaining equipment and have partial 

access to mats.  
●​ Completion of the Rental Application is required and must include which 

points/equipment will be included in partial rental to be put on calender 
●​ Requests must be made at least two weeks in advance of rental date 

 

Rental Rates for Revenue Generating rentals:  

 
Full Studio Rental for Shows and Events-with or with out aerial equipment  

●​ Airbound Members-$25/hr plus 10% of ticket sales  
●​ Non-Airbound Members $30/hr plus 10% of ticket sales 
●​ Additional $20/hr if Airbound Rigging Team and/or Airbound Representatives is needed 
●​ May apply to shows or income generating parties, where members cannot utilize studio space  
●​ Completion of the Rental Application is required 
●​ All requests must be made at least two months in advance of rental date 
●​ 50% of the total rental cost is required up front as a deposit.  

 
 
Full Studio Rental for Workshops and Classes 

●​ 30% of collected fees or $10/hour, which ever is greater 
●​ Additional $20/hr if Airbound Rigging Team and/or Airbound 

Representatives is needed 
●​ Completion of the Rental Application is required  
●​ Requests must be made at least two months in advance of rental date  

 
 



 

Partial Studio Rental for Workshop or Classes-with use of aerial Equipment: 
●​ 30% of collected fees or $10/hour, which ever is greater 
●​ Additional $20/hr if Airbound Rigging Team and/or Airbound 

Representatives is needed 
●​ Completion of the Rental Application is required and must include which 

points/equipment will be included in partial rental to be put on the calender 
●​ Keyholders must be able to still train on equipment and have partial access to mats 
●​ Partial studio rentals are limited to two points and no more than 8 people.  
●​ Requests must be made at least two weeks in advance of rental date  

 
Partial Studio Rental for Workshop or Classes-without aerial equipment use (mats only): 

●​ 25% of collected fees or $10/hr, which ever is greater 
●​ Completion of the Rental Application is required 
●​ Keyholders must be able to still train on all equipment and have partial access to 

mats 
●​ Partial studio rentals are limited to no more than 8 people.  
●​ Requests must be made at least two weeks in advance of rental date  

 
 

 

Airbound Arts Rental Disclaimer: 

Airbound Arts' primary focus is on Membership driven Private Training. We also offer a weekly conditioning 
class-Hour of Power, bi-weekly Open Gyms, and endless Performance Opportunities in the monthly shows. 

It is understood that Airbound Arts space may be rented for the use of an occasional short term, curriculum 
based class, special event, or  workshop. The intent is always to find a balance between providing access to 
the space for our members to train independently while also  providing additional training opportunities and 
performing  when they become available.  Airbound does not provide a regularly scheduled class series. 

All requests to teach a class/workshop/host a show at Airbound require endorsement from the Board of 
Directors to assess the impact on access to training for our members.  

This disclaimer aims to establish clear boundaries regarding core services offered at Airbound Arts for all 
Board Members, community members, and third-party renters.  

 
                                       

 
Additional Policies Related to Rentals 

Any studio rentals that significantly rearranges the Airbound Art’s studio space, the renter must make 
arrangements with Airbound Arts who will assign responsibility for the pre-sets/resets with the renter, the 
rigging team or an Airbound Arts representative. It is the sole decision of the Board if the rigging team or 
Airbound Arts representative is needed and if additional charges be applied. The responsible parties should 



 

be determined 2 weeks before a rental is planned or before a rental is made.  
All equipment (i.e. crash mats, floor mats, velcro mat gap coverings, cables, furniture) must be returned to the 
position and state that it was in before the show on the same night of the show.  
All aerial equipment should be re-rigged to their pre-show positions as soon as possible within 72 hours after 
a show. If cleaning is required after rental, additional cleaning fee will be applied at $20/hr.  

   

Rigging Practice for Out of Town Guest Performers 
Out of town performers will be encouraged to use Airbound Arts equipment.  
If out-of-town performers wish to use their own equipment, the producer will reach out to the rigging team to 
ensure at least one team member is present to rig and de-rig the out-of-town performer’s equipment the day of 
the show. 
If no rigging team member is available, the Board of Directors can give approval for the out of town performer 
to rig their own equipment from a climb if it agrees that the performer has adequate experience. 
The producer will communicate with the rigging team what length spanset will be needed for the performer to 
rig from.  Only the rigging team can rig & derig this spanset, and the out of town performer will be authorized to 
rig their equipment to their designated spanset only. Out of town performers are not authorized to alter any 
other Airbound equipment under any circumstances. Out of town performers will be provided with the following 
information to calculate their spanset needs: 

●​ Airbound rigging beams are 17 feet from the bottom of the beam to the floor mats  
●​ Airbound rigging beams are just under 2 feet in circumference with          
●​ spansets rigged from a choke (subtract 2 feet from any length of spanset you wish to hang from the 

beam.) 
●​ Airbound crash mats are 8 inches high (subtract 8 inches from your desired apparatus height off the 

ground). 
 

 

 

●​ DEFINITION AND REQUIREMENTS OF INSTRUCTORS AND COACHES: 

Requirements:  
At this time, the general policy of Airbound is that instructors must first be trained / approved by Sparrow 
Studios, Airbound’s sister studio. Airbound is not currently set up for training or assessing instructors. 
However, instructors with prior teaching experience and / or teacher training experience may apply to be a 
private lesson instructor, or rent space at Airbound Arts to teach a workshop or offer an occasional class. The 
instructor/coach will be assessed on teacher experience, integration with the community, and coach needs by 
the community.  
 
To be covered by Airbound insurance, instructors must have a signed Independent Contractor contract and 
w-9 on file and have prior approval from the Board of Directors. In addition, per insurance requirements 2026, 
any instructor who is coaching students <18 years of age, must complete a background check and have it on 
file at Airbound 



 

Specifically:  
All instructors (private lessons, Hour of Power, workshops, class, etc.) unless otherwise noted in this 
document, or at the discretion of the board should meet these requirements: 
Must have signed Independent Contractor contract and w-9 on file to be covered by Airbound insurance  
Prior teaching experience  
Approved by the board 
Approval to coach workshops: the Board will consider experience and prior teaching experience.  
Approval to coach Private lessons: when assessing new instructors for private lessons at Airbound, the board 
will consider prior teaching experience, completion of a Teacher Training, integration with the community is 
preferred (volunteering, performance at the Brotherhood Takes Flight and Airbound Arts shows, etc), and ask 
counsel from Sparrow Studios coaches 

 
 
 

 
 

●​ BOARD MEMBERS: 

Communication:  

The Board will make every attempt to inform membership of any upcoming events, Studio rentals, shows, 
or studio closures in a timely manner. the calendar on the website is updated monthly with Open Gym, 
Hour of Power, privates, rentals, and shows. Primary communication is email within the Board and with 
the community. It is recommended that community members follow Airbound Arts on Social Media to keep 
up to date re:shows, rentals, and last minute cancellations. 

Board Members recruitment and term:  

Board Members to serve a one year term, beginning in January  
The board will be made up of 5-7 studio members, to be solicited from the Airbound Arts membership  
If there is more interest than are open positions, elections will be held, and Airbound membership 
will have at least two weeks to vote  
 
Timeline:  
October 1st: current board must decide on continuing to another term  
October 15th: solicit members for any unfilled board positions  
Beginning of November: elections/appointments as needed  
First January board meeting: both outgoing and incoming board members attend First meeting 
with new board: reviews policies and consensus practices  
 
Responsibilities will be determined each term (see documents in Google Drive) 
Board decisions are made by consensus of those attending the meeting 
If board members don’t respond to requests for feedback over email within 48 hours, they forfeit their vote  
The board may request feedback from studio users at any time, to aid in the decision-making process  



 

Additional members may be brought on for limited-time projects, with out voting privileges 
and meeting attendance is not required unless information pertaining to the project needs 
to be shared 
 
Only the Finance coordinator and Facilities coordinator have access to the Airbound Arts Debit card. 
No reimbursements for personal money spent for Airbound Arts operations without Board approval.  

 

Removing Board and/or Studio Members: 

 
A vote of no confidence is required to remove a board member who is consistently unable or unwilling to fulfill 
their responsibilities. In consensus terms, this means all members besides the person being considered for 
removal must consent.  

Behaviors that can lead to being considered for removal include but are not limited to:  

Theft or misuse of resources for personal gain  
Sabotage  
Violence towards other members  
Intentional destruction of community property  
Refusal to uphold Airbound’s mission statement and values  

For more subtle but recurring problems, the remaining board will:  
Clearly communicate to the member being considered for removal what the specific behavior is that needs to 
change, and ask for a promise to change said behavior in order to stay The member being considered for 
removal will be allowed to bring a support person to meetings that pertain to their status, not as a consenting 
member, but as someone who can witness any concerns, provide an ‘outside’ perspective, and help that 
person process whatever happens (this person is preferably an Airbound member, for the sake of shared 
community context) If the behavior does not change, a proposal moves forward to remove the member  

Please note: the same behaviors described above are eligible criteria for removing any studio member. It is up 
to the discretion of the board to remove said disruptive member(s) and ask they not return.  

*Please note that all policies are subject to change at the discretion of the current Board of Directors  

***The Board of Directors reserves the right to revoke membership to those who are not following 
established rules and procedures. Code of Conduct  
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